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I hereby certify that on the date indicated below, this 
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U.S. First Class Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to: 

Director of Patents 
MS: DD 
P.O. Box 1450 
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TRANSMITTAL LETTER 


Director of Patents 
MS: DD 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


Sir: 

Transmitted herewith for filing are the following: 

1 . Information Disclosure Statement; 

2. PTO Form 1449; 

3. Cited Applications; 

4. Foreign Search Report; and 

5. Return Postcard. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee, including any submitted herewith, if 
the attached check(s) is in the wrong amount or otherwise improper or missing, that may be due 
in connection with this and the attached papers, or with this application during its entire 
pendency to or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 50-2212. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 


Date: September 2jZ , 2003 

1 1682 El Camino Real, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92130-2593 
Facsimile: (858) 509-4010 
Direct Line: (858)509-4093 
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Certificate of Mailing Under 37 CFR § 1 .8 

I hereby certify that on the date indicated below, this 
paper and the attached papers are being delivered via 
U.S. First Class Mail, postage prepaid, addressed to: 

Director of Patents 
MS: DD 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 223 13-1450, on this date 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Director of Patents 
MS: DD 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Attached is Form PTO-1449 listing the enclosed citations submitted in 

compliance with the duty of disclosure as defined in 37 C.F.R. §1.56. 

Request Under Rule 97(c): A first action on the merits has been issued in this matter, 
please accept this Information Disclosure Statement under Rule 97(c) and find an 
"Authorization to Pay and Petition for Acceptance of Any Necessary Fees" to satisfy Rule 17(p) 
requiring payment of $1 80.00. If the amount authorized is incorrect or insufficient, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fee required to the deposit account or to credit 
ariv overnavment to our denosit account and nroceed to consider this Information Disclosure 
Statement. 

This IDS is intended to be in full compliance with the rules, but should the Examiner find 
any part of its required content to have been omitted, prompt notice to that effect is earnestly 
solicited, along with additional time under Rule 97(f), to enable Applicant to comply fully. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is not to be constructed as a representation that 
any of the listed citations establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima 
facie case of unpatentability of any claim in the above-identified patent application. 
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Additionally, this Information Disclosure Statement is not to be constructed as a representation 
that a further search of the art has been made by the Applicant, or that additional information 
unknown to the Applicant and relevant to the examination of this patent application does not 
exist. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus the return of a copy of the enclosed 
Form PTO-1449 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 609 are earnestly 
solicited along with an early action on the merits. 

Respectfully submitted, 
PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP. 



Donna 0. Perdue, Ph.D. 
Reg. No 51,166 
Tel. No. (858) 509-4093 
Fax No. (858) 509-4010 
11682ElCaminoReal 
Suite 200 

San Diego, CA 92130-2593 
(619)234-5000 
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AUTHORIZATION TO PAY AND PETITION FOR ACCEPTANCE OF 

ANY NECESSARY FEES 

If any charges or fees must be paid in connection with the foregoing communication (including 
but not limited to the payment of an extension fee or issue fee), or if any overpayment is to be 
refunded in connection with the above-identified application, any such charges or fees, or any 
such overpayment may be respectively paid out of, or into, our Deposit Account No. 50-2212 
under Reference No.: 009848-0283674. 


Respectfully submitted, 


PILLSBURY WINTHROP LLP 



Donna O. Perdue, Ph.D 
Reg. No. 51,166 

1 1682 El Camino Real, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92130 
Ph. (858) 509-4093 
Fax: (858) 509-4010 


FORM PTO-1449 (modified) 

To; U.S. Department of Commerce 

(PW FORM PAT-1449) 

Patent and Trademark Office 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
BY APPLICANT 



Date: September 22, 2003 Pa 

ge 


of 


Atty. 
Dkt. No. 


M# 

Client Ref. 

009848-0283674 



Applicant: Sichmann, et al. 


Appln. No.: 09/954,701 


Filing Date: September 14, 2001 


Examiner: Duane Smith 


Group Art Unit: 1724 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 1 
s 

Initials* 


Document 
Number 


Date 

MM/YYYY 


Name 

(Family Name of First Inventor) 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Filing 
Date 

(if appropriate) 


AR 


2,524,645 


10/1950 


Abbott 


11/13/1946 


BR 


4,769,151 


09/1988 


Shouldice 


10/30/1996 


CR 


DR 


FOREIGN 

PATE 

:NT DOCUMENTS - = 2 ffl :. ■ r- ■ 


English 
Abstract 

Translation 

Readily 

Available 



Document 
Number 

Date 

MM/YYYY 

Country 

Inventor Name 


Enclosed 

No 

Enclose 

No 


ER 

DT 1946563 

03/1971 

DE 

Sauer 



X 


X 


FR 

EP 0146 695 A1 

07/1985 

EPO 

Schonhuber 



X 


X 


GR 

CH 113416 

01/1926 

CH 

The Duplex Printing Press Co. 



X 


X 


HR 

DE196 05602C1 

11/1997 

DE 

Sichmann 



X 


X 

OTHER (Including in this order Autt 

or| Title, Periodical Name, Date, Pertinent Pages, etc.) 





X 


IR 

EPO Search Report dated 22 August 2003, for application number 01 121623.1 


JR 







KR 







LR 







MR 







NR 







Examiner 


Date Considered: 


*EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP § 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 


PAT-1449 12/98 


